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Silvia, he meets her protest against his disloyalty to Julia by
inventing the easy excuse that Julia is dead. Silvia replies that,
even so, he should be ashamed to wrong Valentine- It is, of
course, a tight corner: but the best Proteus can do is to say "I
likewise hear that Valentine is dead/' He might at least have
displayed a little more ingenuity in invention; he fails in
precisely such a situation as would have permitted the clown
of classical comedy to triumph. Moreover, the main plot
requires Proteus to be guilty of incredible duplicity, and of the
most facile rapidity in changing morals and mistresses* But he
need scarcely have made the change explicit in words so ineptly
casual and banal as his remark: "Methinks my zeal to Valentine
is cold." The phrase is accidentally in keeping with the unin-
tended complacence he displays when, wooing the lady who
will have none of him, he begins by informing her that "he
has made her happy" by his coming. The trait becomes
intolerably ludicrous when, all his sins forgiven him, and Julia
restored to his arms, all he can utter in confession is his own
fatuous self-conceit:

O heaven, were man
But constant, he were perfect.

It is, of course, a fine sentiment; but the audience, having seen
Valentine, simply will not believe it.

Even the brigands of romance will scarcely stand the test of
the stage. They enter with metaphorical daggers in mouths
bristling with bkck mustachios and with desperate oaths. Cal-
lous and bloodthirsty ruffians, spoiling for a fight, their chief
regret is that fate is sending only one defenceless traveller to be
rifled instead of ten. But when the destined victim turns out
to be two, courage perhaps abates a little: at all events, the
travellers are warned to keep their distance, and throw over
the booty or otherwise to assume a sitting posture, whilst the
rifling is safely done by the desperadoes themselves. Perhaps
this, and not his customary ineptitude in speech, is what makes
Valentine address the villains as "My friends." But, of course,